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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, US 

SUBJECT: EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMAT LANGUAGE AREA TRAINEES 
REF: MOSCOW 11646 

1. EMBOFF CALLED TRIFONOV OF MFA FOR PROGRESS REPORT ON 
NONPAPER CONCERNING EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC LANGUAGE TRAINEES 
WHICH WAS DELIVERED AUGUST 15 (REFTEL). TRIFONOV SAID THAT 

THE MATTER HAD NOT BEEN FULLY STUDIED AND THEREFORE HE COULD 
NOT GIVE A DEFINITIVE ANSWER. BUT HE SAID THAT HIS PERSONAL 
OPINION WAS THAT THE MUTUAL AGREEMENT FOR STUDY OF THE 
JAPANESE LANGUAGE WAS OF GREATER INTEREST TO THE SOVIET SIDE 
BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTY OF THAT LANGUAGE COMPARED TO THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

2. COMMENT: THE DOOR HAS NOT BEEN CLOSED ON OUR INITIATIVE, 

BUT TRIFONOV'S "PERSONAL OPINION" IS CONSONANT WITH OUR FEELING 
THAT THE BALANCE OF ADVANTAGES CONTAINED IN OUR PROPOSAL 
RESTS WITH THE AMERICAN SIDE AND THAT IN THIS CASE A FAVORABLE 
SOVIET RESPONSE WILL BE CONDITIONED BY OTHER ASPECTS OF 
BILATERAL COOPERATION. WE WILL FOLLOW UP FURTHER WITH MFA. 
SUGGEST THAT DEPARTMENT ALSO WEIGH IN WITH SOVIET EMBASSY 
ON THIS. IF SOVIETS REJECT OUR APPROACH, SUGGEST WE CONSIDER 
ALTERNATE METHODS TO ACCOMPLISH OUR ENDS, PERHAPS THROUGH 
IREX IN ACCORD WITH OUR EARLIER SUGGESTION. 
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